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BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 
GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE: 7 NOVEMBER 2007 
 
REPORT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SERVICES MANAGER 
(Author: I. Vargeson) 
 

WATTON – REQUEST FOR DESIGNATION UNDER CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND POLICE 
ACT 

 

Summary:  To consider a request from the Watton Town Council for the designation of an 
area within which the consumption of alcohol in public places is restricted. 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Watton Town Council has asked the District Council to make an Order under the 

Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 for the designation of an area within which the 
consumption of alcohol in public places may be challenged by a Police Officer.  A 
plan showing the area suggested for designation is attached. 

 
1.2 The power for a District Council to make such an Order is contained in Sections 12 to 

15 of the Act.  The procedure is set out in regulations made under the Act.  The effect 
of an Order is to empower the Police to ask persons drinking in public places in a 
designated area to stop; failure to do so will lead to confiscation of the alcohol and 
failure to surrender the alcohol without reasonable excuse is an arrestable offence.   

 
2. KEY DECISION 
 
2.1 This is not a key decision.  
 
3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 
 
3.1 The matter raised in this report falls within the following Council priority: “ a safe and 

healthy environment”. 
 
3.2 The making of an Order would be consistent with the target in Community 

Engagement to reduce the volume of crime (particularly criminal damage and 
violence in public places) by 16% over three years. 

 
4. BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 The Council has previously made Orders for designated town centre areas in 

Thetford, Dereham and Attleborough.   
 
4.2 The effects of the Order are as described above.  This measure does not deal 

directly with other drink-related behaviour, such as being drunk and disorderly, or 
under age drinking.  Orders are generally supported by the Police as helping to stop 
anti-social behaviour originating from drinking in public places. 

 
4.3 Before making an Order the local authority is required to consult the Police, the 

Parish Council (and any adjoining Parish Councils that may be affected by the 
designation), licensed premises and the owners or occupiers of any land proposed to 
be identified.  Any representations received have to be taken into account before an 
Order is made.   
 

4.4 The Watton Town Council has already been in contact with the Police, at whose 
suggestion the proposed designation has been drawn up.   
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4.5 Before making an Order, the District Council must publish a press notice identifying 

clearly the place proposed to be designated, setting out the effect of the Order and 
inviting representations.  An Order cannot be made until at least 28 days after that.  
Following the making of an Order, and before it takes effect, the local authority must 
publish a further notice which, amongst other things, indicates the date on which the 
Order comes in. 
 

4.6 Before an Order can take effect, signs must be erected in the designated area.  
These must be sufficient in number and location to draw the attention of members of 
the public to the area covered by the Order.  Siting is normally agreed with the 
Highway Authority.   
 

4.7 In considering the benefits to the town, the Committee should be aware of the time, 
cost and work involved in introducing an Order.  This includes the drawing of the 
Order, liaison with the Police on the definition of the area and enforcement, statutory 
notices, agreement with the Highway Authority on location and numbers of signs, and 
the purchase of those signs.  Public notices cost in the region of £1,500.  The signs 
are approximately £30 each plus £30 to erect on an existing pole.  At Attleborough, 
the costs have been reduced through using cardboard signs. 
 

4.8 The Orders made for Dereham, Thetford and Attleborough were not conditional upon 
a contribution from the respective Town Councils.  It is likely that there will be a 
further request shortly from Thetford Town Council for a change to the existing Order 
to include an extended designated area.   
 

5. OPTIONS AVAILABLE 
 
5.1 To decline to make an Order. 
 
5.2 To make an Order subject to no adverse response to consultation. 
 
5.3 To make an Order subject to a contribution from the Town Council. 
 
6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
6.1 An Order is clearly supported by the Police for the area suggested for designation.  

Formal consultation procedures must follow, however. 
 
6.2 As requests for such Orders continue, resources should be identified.   
 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
7.1 The Committee is recommended to make an Order under section 12 of the Criminal 

Justice and Police Act 2001 for Watton, for the area indicated, subject to formal 
consultation resulting in no objections. 

 
7.2 A further report will be made to Committee on any unresolved objections. 

 
 
 
 


